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‘Pird-Lore 


A Bi-monthly Magazine 
Devoted to the Study and Protection of Birds 
The bonniest little Magazine ever put together om the subject.’’—R. KEarTon, 
Edited by FRANK M. CHAPMAN 
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE AUDUBON SOCIETIES 
Audubon Department Edited by MABEL OSGOOD WRIGHT .- 


Among the contributors for 1899 are JounN BuRROUGHS, DR. 
HENRY VAN DYKE, BRADFORD TORREY, OLIVE THORN 
MILEER, FLORENCE A. MERRIAM, ANNIE TRUMBULL 
Stosson, Epirh M. Tuomas, J. A. ALLEN, WILLIAM 
BREWSTER, and ERNEST SETON THOMPSON. 


The illustrations from photographs of wild birds in nature will 
be among the best ever published in this country. 


Comments of the Press on Bird-Lore for February 
“Tt Ve to present the subject of birds most intelligently.”’ 

—TZhe Outlook. 
‘‘ The first issue is all that can be desired. "Catholic News. 


‘‘ Extremely interesting, entertaining and instructive.” 
—New York Home Journal. 


beautiful publication. . . 
ported.’’—Hartford Daily Times. 


‘It may be commended to all bird lovers.’’ 
—San Francisco Chronicle. 


‘““The interestitig subject matter and the fine illustrations are 
sure to find approval.’”’—A/bany Times-Union. 


‘* The Editor and Publishers should be congratulated on the 
- eral excellence of the magazine, which is not alone a delight 
to the mind, but also to the eye.’’"—Our Animal Friends. 


it ought to be well sup- 


PRICE TWENTY CENTS A COPY, ONE DOLLAR A YEAR 
_ . Subscriptions may be sent to 

The Macmillan Company, 66 Fifth Avenue, New York City 

or to the Editor, at Englewood, New Jersey 
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EARLY SUMMER HORIZONS FROM MILTON TOWN- 
SHIP, DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 


With a desire to respond to our editor's request for ‘‘June horizons,” 
and also to ascertain in a measure the standing of our breeding birds, a 
number of trips were arranged by the writer in June, and one during 
July, of the present season of 1899, to widely separated parts of this 
township. A few late May records taken at Glen Ellyn were also 
thought desirable to include as well. 

Briefly, the County of DuPage may be described as a prairie county, 
rolling generally in character ; this marked feature of its make-up per- 
haps reaching its best development right here in Milton, the most central 
of its townships. The drainage of this particular locality lies chiefly in 
the direction of the East DuPage, a now rather insignificant stream 
flowing in a southerly course from here, but doubtless of no little im- 
portance during the early period of its career. The valley proper of 
the East DuPage is rather depressed and from one-eighth to nearly a 
mile wide in places. This statement may be repeated when referring to 
the West Branch of the DuPage River, and will also hold true to a 
certain extent with Salt Creek, a tributary to the DesPlaines River, a 
few miles to the eastward of Glen Ellyn. 

The surface of the entire county, the geologists tell us, is of Morainic 
origin, being fully attested to and well illustrated in the sedementary and 
gravelly ridges bordering the streams. There are also other evidences of 
the drift, or ice period, at hand in the numerous surface boulders dis- 
tributed here and there throughout the entire section. In addition to 
the smaller creeks tributary to the river and its branches, there are 
several systems of disconnected sloughs, each trending in one or another 
direction towards the natural drainage outlets, and marking the courses 
at present of all that now remains of ancient glacial feeders. 

The forest growth of this section, somewhat sparse, is in the main 
confined to these several ridges and elevated flats bordering the streams 
and at the present time made up of detached groves, owing to much of 
the original woodland having been cut into and materially reduced and 
changed in area during the time in which the county has been settled. 
Still when we take into consideration the orchards, hedges and shade trees, 
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now scattered quite regularly throughout the cultivated tracts, it is ques- 
tionable if the county does not contain now a larger tree growth on the 
whole than when the same lands were held by the Indians or during the 
period of frequent prairie-fires. 


oo : The village of Glen Ellyn is located in and bordering on one of these 

es groves, and from the hilly. wooded and generally picturesque character 

ee - of the country in its immediate vicinity, has been likened by some to a ar 
a wooded oasis situated among fertile but otherwise uninteresting fields. i { 
7 i This latter statement, however, may appeal to some, but not altogether 

he to the naturalist, for we all appeciate the agreeable change at times from 

oe wood-land to fields and vice versa. Within the village limits is an 

“-— Be ck artificial lake of some dimensions, covering perhaps thirty acres and more 


—an attractive spot for passing water-fowl in season. 
3 Our spring and fall migrations will average each about 130 species, 
SS with a summer or breeding list of one-half that number. 


&3 . A trip on the 18th of June took me to Mitchell's woods in section 34 at 

a the southern end of the township, passing through sections 11, 15, 22 
4 and 27, thence through sections 35 and 36 to the Lisle woods and then 
8 north along the creek (as we call the East Branch of DuPage River) 


y through sections 25, 24, 13 and 14 home. A late start, at 9 A. M., was 
made and the day being fair and warm (94° at 2 P. M.) not as many in- 
dividuals and possibly species, were recorded as would otherwise have 
been the case had an earlier start been made and the day cooler. My 


pe “ trip took me south through the fields and following up a system of 4 
ia sloughs. Within a short distance from my home the following were 
res recorded, viz. : 
Mourning Dove, 2. Meadowlark, 2. Bronzed Grackle, 1. Martin, 6, 
White-rumped Shrike, 1. 12 in all. 
, In hedges and fields adjoining the village : Mourning Dove, 2. Flicker, 
= 1. Wood Pewee, 1. Prairie Horned Lark, 5. Bobolink, 13. Meadow- 

lark, 3. Bronzed Grackle, 4. Goldfinch, 2. Song Sparrow, 1. Dick- 
<< cissel, 5 White-rumped Shrike, 3 (one adult followed by two young). 3 
a: Warbling Vireo, 1. Brown Thrasher, 3. 44 in all. 7 
i. In fields between Glen Ellyn and Mitchell's woods, the species from ; 
~~ now on being given as listed and without any attempt at classification, 

es viz.: Flicker, 1. Robin, 2. Red-winged Blackbird, 6. Song Sparrow, 

Z 1. Bronzed Grackle, 4. Red-winged Blackbirds, in sloughs Nos. 33 

and 4, 10 males. King Rail, calls, 1. Bartramian Sandpiper, 3° Long- 

ee: ' billed Marsh Wren, 2 in slough No. 4. Also Red-winged Blackbirds 

5 feeding young out of nest, 4. Red-winged Blackbirfls in slough No. 5, 
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10. Black-crowned. Night Heron, 1 in slough No. 6, Several Dickcissels, 
3 near by and one Bartramian Sandpiper’ r. Flushed two King Rails 
here, 2. Five more Dickcissels in same locality, 5. Also six Bobolinks, 6. 
Total 62. 

Approaching Mitchell's woods: Crow, 10. Grasshopper Sparrow, 1. 
Vesper Sparrow, 1. Field Sparrow, 1. Scarlet Tanager in song, 1. 
Cowbird, 1. And my old favorite, which I have not recorded in two 
seasons past, the Lark Sparrow, 1. Total 16. 

In Mitchell's woods, 12 to 1 Pp. M., while resting and eating lunch, the 
following heard: Indigobird, 1. Oven-bird, 2. Red-eyed Vireo, 5. 
Total 8. 

Passing hurriedly through these woods, the following heard or seen : 
Kingbird, 2. Flicker, 1. Catbird, 1. Blue Jay, 1. Crow, 5. Wood 
Pewee, 1. Total 11. 

Approaching the creek-bottom, I had occasion to cross a wet, grassy 
place, and found there two Savanna Sparrows chipping near me, each 
with food in its bill and evidently the parents of young close at hand. 
Four Barn Swallows, 4, were seen here passing back and forth over the 
same ground and also over the creek close by. As the day was very 
warm at this time quietness reigned along the creek, two Crows, 2, only 
being seen. Near the Lisle woods I heard the Bluebird’s call, 1. In the 
creek-bottom, Song Sparrows, 3. Another Savanna sings, 1, and three 
Maryland Yellow-throats, also in song, 3. Bobolinks again to the num- 
ber of 5. Catbird on nest beside its mate, 2, in cornus, willow and wild 
grape-vine thicket ‘bordering the creek. An Alder Flycatcher, 1, seen 
here, and one Indigobird in song, 1. Total 25. 

Going hastily through the Lisle woods the songs of many (at least ten) 
Red-eyed Vireos were heard on all sides, and several Indigos (six at least) 
greeted me. Four more Crows, 4. Red-shouldered Hawk, 1. Blue Jay, 
3. Crested Flycatcher, 1. Three Black-crowned Night Herons, 3, (one 
young among them) flushed from button-bush swamps. A Green Heron, 
1, calls near by in those notes which so much resemble the casting down 
of rail-road track iron in the distance. Downy Woodpecker, 1. Scarlet 
Tanager, 2, in song. Yellow-billed Cuckoos, 2, call. Red-headed 
Woodpecker, 2. Ovenbird, 2. Total 38. 

Journeying northward along the river, little attention being given to 
several small groves of timber through which I passed, the birds of the 
marsh and field again being my specialty. Dickcissel, 8. Grasshopper 
Sparrow, 1. Savanna Sparrow, 3. Brown Thrasher, 1. Black-crowned 
Night Heron, 1. Henslow'’s Sparrow, 1. Meadowlark, 5. Bobolink, 2. 
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Bartramian Sandpiper, 1.  Short-billed Marsh Wren, 2. Flicker, 4. 
Goldfinch, 2. Crows, a flock of 33 on fence near the creek. Maryland ’ 
Yellow-throat, 4. Song Sparrows, 3. Crows again to the number of 5. 
King Railscall, 1. Long-billed Marsh Wren, 2. Kingbird, 1, and a roost 
of about 300 Blackbirds made up in the greater part of Red-wings and a 
few Bronzed Grackles (six being seen) in slough, the birds still coming 
in at 7:30. Seven Barn Swallows, 7, seen here, and at dusk two Vesper 
’ Sparrows, 2, in song. ‘Total, 395. 

On the evening of June 21st during fifteen or twenty minutes spent at 
our lake, the following were seen or heard: Kingfisher, 2. Black- 
crowned Night Heron, 1. Green Heron, 1. Baltimore Oriole. 1. Song 
Sparrow, 1. Scarlet Tanager, 1. Catbird, 2. Blue Jay, 3. Swift, 3. 
‘Martin, 6. Barn Swallow, 7. Wood Thrush, 2. Total, 30. 

A business trip on the 26th of Jume took me to the north-eastern 
corner of the township. Time 3 to5 P.M. The borders of one small 


4 grove visited besides cutting through the woods at east side of village. 
4 * Aside from this what was recorded was observed from the highways. 


This trip took me through sections 11, 1 and 2 with results as follows : x | 


Wood Pewee, 3. Indigo. 7. Red-eyed Vireo, 2. Kingbird, 3. Song 
. Sparrow, 7. Dickcissel, 8. Catbird, 8. Vesper Sparrow, 2. Mourning 
“- Dove, 10, and at least 35 at Ackerman’s cattle-yard, where much corn in 4 
the ear was scattered upon-the ground. Bobolink, 6. Red-winged 
a Blackbird, 15. Flicker, 2. Red-headed Woodpecker, 1. Warbling 


Vireo, 1. Bronzed Grackle, 4. Robin, 6. Bartramian Sandpiper, 2. 
King Rail, 1. Yellow Warbler, 3. Blue Jay, 4. Goldfinch, 1. Crested 
Flycatcher, 1. Maryland Yellow-throat, 3. Crow, 6. Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, 2. Baltimore Oriole, 1. Grasshopper Sparrow, 2. Total, 147. 

June 29th I went to Chicago on business but returned home early in 
the afternoon, and having a little time to spare, it was put to good ad- 
vantage in the fields north-west of the village. No timber lands were 
inspected on this trip, barring a few osage-hedges and some isolated 
clumps of willows and one of young basswood trees. Sections 10, 9, 4 
and 3 were crossed over. Time 4to8 p.m. Within the corporation 
limits the following were noted : Dickcissel, 9. Meadowlark, 5. Bobo- a 
link, 4. Mourning Dove, 6. Grasshopper Sparrow, 3. Goldfinch, 2. + 
Red-winged Blackbird, 11. Robin, 3. Kingbird, 1. Song Sparrow, 1. 
Bartramian Sandpiper, 2. Crow, 4. Bronzed Grackle, 4. Prairie 
Horned Lark, 2. Black-crowned Night Heron, 1. White-rumped 
Shrike. 1. Total 59. 

In fields beyond, one small slough and some low meadow-land 
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visited: Dickcissel, 15. Meadowlark, 15. Robin, 1. Bobolink, 14. 
Mourning Dove, Bartramian Sandpiper, 11. Crow, 3. Bronzed 
Grackle, 5. Prairie Horned Lark, 6. Black-crowned Night Heron, 5. 
White-rumped Shrike, 4 (two of which young in care of parents). 
Warbling Vireo, 1. Red-headed Woodpecker, 1. Flicker, 1. Swift, 1. 


Red-winged Blackbird, at least 45. Barn Swallow, 20 Henslow's - 


Sparrow, 2. Grasshopper Sparrow, 5. Alder Flycatcher, nest and 4 
eggs in clump of small basswoods growing on the top of a gravelly knoll 
near a low meadow containing small bunches and single willows of such 
species as S. nigra, amygdaloides, longifolia and discolor. Both birds 
were seen besides two others which were afterwards heard in an osage- 
hedge while on my way home, 4. Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 1. Wood 
Pewee, 1. Yellow Warbler, 1 juvenile. Kingbird, 4. Total, 173. 

July 2nd, I visited a portion of the Lisle woods not inspected on my 
previous trip, some time being spent among the willow-thickets along 
the creek. A heavy thunder shower prevented much work in the woods. 
On starting out several Red-eyed Vireos, 4. Indigobirds, 3. Crested 
Flycatchers, 2. Towhee, 1. Wood Pewee, 1. Scarlet Tanager, 1. Gold- 
finches, 5, were heard in our own woods. 

_In Woods and fields along the way the following noticed: White- 
rumped Shrike, 1. Vesper Sparrow, 1. Bluebird, 2 juveniles Henslow’'s 
Sparrow, 1. Black-crowned Night Heron, 2. Alder Flycatcher, 4. 

While lunching in a thicket of willows the following heard : Savanna 
Sparrow, 1. Song Sparrow, 1. Kingfisher, 2. Maryland Yellow-throat, 
1. Dickcissel, 2. Catbird, 1. Meadowlark, 1. Alder Flycatcher, 1. 

Along the creek the following seen or heard: Savanna Sparrow, 8. 
Flicker, 4. Song Sparrow, 1. Prairie Horned Lark, 3. Black-crowned 
Night Heron, 3. King Rail, 1. Long-billed Marsh Wren, 1. Short- 
billed Marsh Wren, 1.  Henslow's Sparrow, 3. Maryland Yellow- 
throat, 3. Yellow Warbler, 2. Barn Swallow, 5. Total, 73. 

In woods, many Red-eyed Vireos, (six at least), Crested Flycatcher, 
1. Indigo, 3. Oven-bird,.1. Field Sparrow, 4. Towhee, 1. Red- 
tailed Hawk, 1. Returning home over same ground, no record kept of 
birds heard or seen beyond an additional Kingfisher at the creek. 
Total, 18. 

The notes for late May refer to a few records made here on Decoration 
Day. Such for example as the Yellow-breasted Chat, 1. Prairie Hen, 
1. Bartramian Sandpiper, 1. ~Black-crowned Night Heron, 2. Bittern, 
1. Red-shouldered Hawk, 1. Indigo, 6. Catbird, 4. Scarlet Tanager, 
3 Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 3. Baltimore Oriole, 4. Maryland Yellow- 
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throat, 1. Yellow Warbler, 1. Cedarbirds, a large flock of not less than 
100. Mourning Dove, 1, with nest on ground in hay-field. Bobolink, 
2, with nest on roadway. ‘Total, 134. All within the village limits but 
not including anywhere near the number of species observed on that 
day, little time on the whole being given to birds. 

These lists give without a doubt a tolerably fair estimate of our local 
ornis during the period of reproduction or early summer months—that 
is, in a rough way, for as is well known quite a number of forms not 
given here are known to nest within our limits. Indeed, the village 
of Glen Ellyn proper could furnish a half dozen such additional species 
and which easily could be augmented by special trips in quest of them 
to the neighboring parts of the township. 

Such notable examples for instance are the Pied-billed Grebe, Least 
Bittern, Virginia and Sora Rails, Spotted Sandpiper, and possibly Kill- 
deer, Hairy Woodpecker, Phoebe, Green-crested Flycatcher, Least Fly- 
catcher, Chipping Sparrow, Yellow-throated Vireo, Redstart, House 
Wren, White-breasted Nuthatch and Chickadee. 

The grand total of the number of units or individuals actuaily heard 
or seen on these several trips is 1245, and from which it is thought 
allowable to make the following deductions. But for our purposes of 
calculation we will call it in round numbers 1200. Of the thirty-six 
sections the county contains, fifteen of these were visited, my path not 
being doubled excepting in the last three trips where corresponding 
allowances were made. It is figured that my field of observation would 
naturally cover gt least four acres at each notation, or twenty to each 
section ; or, in other words, one-eighth of each section was gone over by 
these observatipns. 

If twelve hundred individuals were the sum total in covering one- 
eighth of the territory represented by fifteen sections, a completed esti- 
mate of the entire field, based on the above calculations, would there- 


fore yield 9500 individuals, or one-fifteenth of that, 640 to each section, 


which in my opinion is not only a low estimate, of the number of birds 
that should possibly be recorded, but is fifty per cent. less than should 
really exist there, for the reason that my notes are confined almost en- 
tirely t®\the seeing or hearing of male birds alone, therefore the females 
and young are not taken into consideration thus far. Multiplying the 
640 by 2 we have 1280 adult birds for each section, and 36 times this the 
magnificent showing of 46,080 for the entire township, or 414,720 for the 
whole county, which is made up of nine townships. 

Yet this is not all; for, as has been said, these estimates affect only the 
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adult bird population. Dividing the net result given us thus far equally 
we have 207,360 pairs nesting within our limits; and, as the successful 
rearing of at least ‘zo voung for each pair of adults must be regarded 
as averaging very low—the species simply reproducing itself—the sum- 
mer or breeding census of DuPage County cannot fall very far short of 
one million birds. 

That these figures are extremely conservative I have not the slightest 
reason to doubt, and still on the whole the writer is not prepared to say 
that ‘‘ figures will not lie.” Take our place of two and sixty-five hun- 
dredths acres for example and on which it was found that the following 
species nested the, past season, viz.: Mourning Dove, 1 pair; Chimney 
Swift, 2 pairs; Kingbird, 1 pair; Blue Jay, 1 pair; Baltimore Oriole, 1 
pair; Bronzed Grackle, 1 pair ; Song Sparrow, 1 pair; Purple Martin, 
14 pairs ; Catbird, 1 pair ; Robin, 3 pairs and House Sparrows, 2 pairs, 
or twenty-eight pairs all told, which means that they necessarily must 
have reared not far from one hundred young.’ 

Just beyond the confines of aur place and possibly within an area of ten 
acres our list could easily be increased by the addition of several pairs 
of at least six of the species above given, and, also in addition, several 
others that are not herein listed, as for example, the Red-headed Wood- 
pecker, 1 pair; Flicker, 1 pair; Wood Pewee, 1 pair: Meadowlark, 1 
Vesper Sparrow, 1 pair; Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 1 pair ; Scarlet Tana- 
ger, 1 pair; Warbling Vireo, 1 pair; Yellow Warbler, 1 pair; Brown 
Thrasher, 1 pair, and Bluebird, one pair. 

And still there are other facts that cause me to regard the foregoing 
figures as extremely low and which can be explained in part by the 
almost entire absence of several species otherwise known to be common 
and among which could be named the Red-headed Woodpecker, Chim- 
ney Swift, Prairie Horned Lark, Cowbird, Goldfinch, Towhee, Brown 
Thrasher and Robin which do not show up in anywhere near their 
normal numbers in the preceding lists. Neither does this take into ac- 
count our large alien population of 7asser domesticus. 

However approximate these figures may be. they are considered 
never-the-less as a very excellent showing for a county of which fully 
eighty per cent. is cultivable farming lands and where not more than one- 
half of the remaining twenty per cent.—perhaps nearer six per cent. of 
Milton Township—taking into consideration orchards, hedges, etc., is 
occupied in any form as woodland. 

It is well enough to add further that DuPage County is among the 
smallest counties in the state. 
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The following is a list of the birds given, as occurring in these hori- 
zons, with numbers opposite each, viz. : 
Bittern, 1. Savanna Sparrow, 15. 
Green Heron, 2. Grasshopper Sparrow, 12. 
Black-crowned Night Heron, 19. )\Henslow's Sparrow, 7. 
King Rail, 6. Lark Sparrow, 1. 
¥ Bartramian Sandpiper, 21. Field Sparrow, 5. 
¥% Prairie Hen, 1. Song Sparrow, 19. 
Mourning Dove, 63. Towhee, 2. 
‘Red-tailed Hawk, 1. Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 5. 
Red-shouldered Hawk, 2. Indigo Bunting, 27. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 3. Dickcissei, 55. 
Belted Kingfisher, 5 Searlet Tanager, 8. 
Downy Woodpecker, 1. Purple Martin, 12. 
Red-headed Woodpecker, 4. Barn Swallow, 43. 
Flicker, 14. Cedar Waxwing, roo. 
Chimney Swift, 4. White-rumped Shrike, ro. 
Kingbird, 11. Red-eyed Vireo, 27. 


Crested Flycatcher, 5. Warbling Vireo, 3. 
Wood Pewee, 7. Yellow Warbler, 7. 
Alder Flycatcher, 12. Ovenbird, 5. 
Prairie Horned Lark, 16. Maryland Yellow-throat, 15. 
Blue Jay, 11. *Yellow-breasted Chat, 1. 
Crow, 72. Catbird, 18. 
Bobolink. 52. Brown Thrasher, 4. 
Cowbird, 1. Short-billed Marsh Wren, 3. 
Red-winged Blackbird, 401, Long-billed Marsh Wren, 5. 
Meadowlark, 31. Wood Thrush, 2. 
Baltimore Oriole, 7. Robin, 12. 
Bronzed Grackle, 28. Bluebird, 3. 
Goldfinch, 12. Total, 1245. 
Vesper Sparrow. 6. 

Benj. T. Gaunt, Glen 


A HUMMINGBIRD’S NEST. 


It was on Sunday, the 4th day of July, two years ago, that we discov- 
ered our first Hummingbird’s nest. It was a mere bunch of plant down, 
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with only a few patches of litchen upon it, fastened tightly to a low 
branch of an apple tree near the fork of a small twig not more than ten 
feet above the ground. The Huinmingbird—the female, of course; we 
never saw the male bird in the orchard ;—came and went at irregular 
intervals, bringing a bit of plant down or a morsel of litchen too small 
for us to see usually ; but the nest grew under our eyes, and by the end 
of the afternoon one side of the nest was nearly covered with the litchen. 
After disposing of the down or litchen Madam Hummer would settle 
down on the nest, her breast pressed closely against the inside of it, her 
wings and tail spread and her throat stretched over the edge, while with 
her long bill she smoothed the outside carefully, whirling her body 
around during the process as if ona pivot. After a few moments she 
would fly off to a dead twig in a tree near by, to make her toilet. There 
were three dead twigs which she seemed to prefer, as we never saw her 
sitting anywhere else but on one of these. Our unconcealed presence 
seemed not to disturb her in the least. although once, when she had put 
to flight two Downy Woodpeckers and a Catbird, who ventured too near 
her domain, she flew at us several times, almost brushing my compan- 
ion’s head. But we were not Downy Woodpeckers and she gave up in 
despair. All the next day she worked busily at the nest, and by evening 
one side was covered with litchen and the inside was smooth and snug. 

The next morning we pulled the branch down and found an egg in the 
nest. Here was a progressive bird, bent on doing two things at once 
apparently ; for all that day she wriggled and twisted and smoothed the 
nest, sitting on it only a few minutes at a time, never still a moment. 
She kept adding more litchen to the outside and by evening it was nearly 
covered. But the next morning the unfinished nest hung awry on the 
branch, the downy lining in tatters and the broken egg on a dock leaf 
below. ‘The Hummingbird sat disconsolately near the ruins of her 
home, and fiercely assailed every bird that came near it. While she was 
busy driving off a male Goldfinch who was singing innocently in the 
vicinity, the female sneaked up the branch toward the nest, filled her 
bill with the soft material and flew off. When the Hummingbird re- 
turned she brought a short piece of something that looked like broom- 
corn in her bill, which she poked about in her tattered nest. Several 
times during the day we saw her do this, with what object we could not 
imagine. ‘* Maybe it was a hummingbird’s nail,” suggested a baby of 
five to whom we told the story. But not even hummingbird's nails could 
mend the nest which disappeared bit by bit, carried off by the Goldfinch 
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or some other bird perhaps ; and if Madam Hummer built another nest 
we did not find it, though we did find another one further up the slope 
with a vigorous nestling in it. 

Ernet Dane Roperts, Mooster, O. 


MARTINS REMOVED TO THE “ZOO.” 


Remarkable intelligence was exhibited by a colony of martins which 
were transferred from this place to the Zoological Garden, in Phila- 
delphia, a few days ago, the birds returning here and escorting their lost 
companions to the new home, where they occupy cozy quarters to the 
delight of the management of the garden and its patrons. 

For many years the management of the Zoological Garden has been 
attempting to secure a colony of martins for the purpose of locating 
them in the institution, but every attempt met with failure The birds 
would not build in boxes erected and could not be coaxed to make their 
home in the garden in any manner, notwithstanding the efforts of the 
management. 

Josiah Hoopes, of this place, some time ago became interested in the 
matter, and being a lover of the birds, determined to assist the manage- 
ment of the garden if possible in securing a colony. He had a fine one 
at his home and at once began arrangements for the removal of it to the 
new location, adopting a rather novel plan for the transfer. Early in the 
spring a large box was prepared for the birds when they should return to 
his home after the winter in the south. This box was so arranged that 
it could be lowered from its pole at will, and above the entrance to each 
apartment in it was arranged a little sliding door which could be dropped, 
thus imprisoning the birds. The birds came at the usual time this 
spring and commenced the building of their nests in the new box. They 
were not disturbed, laid their eggs and in due course of time little mar- 
tins made their appearance. This was a few days ago and the time was 
due for the experiment of moving them, depending upon the love the old 
ones bore their young for its success. 

A dark night was selected for the removal and a representative of the 
Philadelphia institution was sent for. He came here and the home of 
the birds was invaded. The shutters closing the entrances to the home 
of the birds were dropped, but a few of them failed to work and the 
alarmed birds escaped from the box. The house was lowered from its 
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pole and taken to the Zoological Garden, where it was erected in a new 
location, the managers hoping all would remain there. 

Early the next morning after the birds were transferred an unusual 
commotion was noticed about the box by the keepers in the garden. The 
martins seemed to be holding a consultation and calling the roll in their 
own manner. Then they grouped about the box and there was a lot of 
chattering among them as though they were deciding some question of 
great moment. After this the entire colony of old birds, leaving the 
young in the box to care for themselves, rose in the air and flew away. 
There was consternation in the ‘‘ Zoo” and it was decided that the at- 
tempt at removal had been a failure. 


An hour after the birds had left Philadelphia there was a commotion ' 


on the Hoopes lawn. A large colony of martins were gathered there 
and they were chattering at a great rate. Occasionally another bird 
would join the assemblage. Finally all the birds rose and disappeared 
in a flock. Before noon there was happiness at the ‘‘Zoo." The mar- 
tins had returned to their home and the colony was augmented by many 
new arrivals. The birds had returned for the ones which had escaped 
from their homes in the box the night before and had escorted them to 
their young. The birds are now located in the Garden and making their 
home their as though it were their original place of abode, and there is 
joy in the hearts of the managers. 

The above is a clipping from a Philadelphia paper, sent by Mr. Frank 
L: Burns, and is of great interest in showing that wild birds can be 
transplanted.—[ Eb. 


LOUISIANA WATER THRUSH BREEDING IN CHESTER 
COUNTY, PENN. 


While searching for the nest of a Worm-eating Warbler in a large and 
rather solitary woods not far from Berwyn, on June ist, in company with 
Dr. W. E. Hughes, the notes of a bird unfamiliar to us both rang wildly 
from above the fern-lined banks of a small stream. Guessing its identity, 
I returned on the 3rd and spent from high noon until dark searching for 
its nest, wading the several branches of this little trout creek, until wet, 
bruised and tired I stumbled out of the gloom and tangle of the woods 
without the proof absolute of the breeding of the Louisiana Water 
Thrush within the borders of Chester county—(//e nes/. Yet there can 
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be no doubt. The birds were present, running with incredible swiftness 
through the shallow water some distance in advance, flying up and down 
the dark, wooded ravines, or chinking uneasily from branch to branch, 
their tails in perpetual motion. I flushed the object of their solicitude 
from the rank undergrowth—a young bird but a few days out of the nest, 
which half flew half ran to a place of safety, followed by the parent 
birds. 

That the Louisiana Water Thrush occurs in Chester county as a sum- 
mer resident and breeder can no longer be denied. 

FRANK L. Burns, Aerzvn, Penn. 


BIRDS DECEIVED BY GLASS. 


We have a ‘‘sun parlor,” two sides of which consist of single panes 
of glass. At certain times of day these reflect sky, hills, trees and green 
fields, while growing plants on the inside, help the delusion of open 
space occasioned by clear glass. For some time after the room was 
built hardly a day passed that some bird did not dash against the panes, 
in some cases with sufficient force to break the neck ; while in others the 
bird was only stunned, recovering on having water sprinkled on its head 
and being left in a dark place for some minutes, while others merely 
seemed shocked by the blow. One bird (it was killed) struck in such a 
manner that the impress of its little form was left on the glass in a fine 
dust as perfect as if drawn with a pencil. Robins, Linnets, Blue Jays, 
Hummingbirds and Wild Canarias did the same thing, all being de- 
ceived ; but the strangest part of the story is that now they are all wiser. 
The birds are here in great numbers but for some months not one has 
attempted to fly through the glass. How have they warned each other ? 

E. A. Harvey, Sanla Barbara, Calis. 


CAROLINA WREN (7HRYOTHORUS LUDOVICI- 
ANUS) IN LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO. 


It is with genuine satisfaction that I announce the capture of this 

. hitherto elusive species in this county. There has.seemed no good 
reason why it should not be native to the county, but it has been looked 
for in vain for ten years. Mr. L. M. MacCormick mentioned having 
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heard one prior to 1890, but without comment where and under what 
conditions. It remained for the bird to reveal itself in the famous 
Chance Creek gorge while we were camping there as late as the first 
week in September. The first morning out this wren’s voice was con- 
spicuous in the whole morning chorus. Later, on the 8th, I clinched 
the record by capturing one of the three birds for the College museum. 
Lynps Jones, Oberlin, Ohio. 


FLICKER SKINS WANTED. 


For the purpose of comparison I desire skins of any of the forms of 
Colaptes from all parts of the country. I will gladly pay transportation 
charges, and guarantee the return of the specimens in good condition. 
Write, or send the skins at once, to Frank L. Burns, Berwyn, Za. 


EDITORIAL. 


Mr. Frank L. Burns is about completing his final report upon the 
Flicker and requests that any members or others who may have any 
additional notes or any matter not already sent in, favor him with them 
at an early date. Only those who have attempted the compilation of 
notes can appreciate the satisfaction which the reception of notes gives. 
This report promises to be even superior to the report on the Crow, 
making the most exhaustive treatise on the Flicker ever published. It 
will be as nearly a complete life history of the species as it is possible to 
make it. Send your notes to Mr. Frank L. Burns, Berwyn, Penn., as 
soon as possible. 


The January issue of the BuLLETIN will be largely or possibly wholly 
given up to a report on the Songs of the Warblers, which has been so 
long pending in the hope that more material might be contributed. It 
will attempt the description of the songs of nearly all the known species, 
with a statement of the song periods of as many as the material at hand 
will warrant. Descriptions of any of the songs of any of the warblers, 
and notes upon their periods of song will be welcome until the second 
week in December. Notes from the extreme north and from the extreme 
south are earnestly desired. Notes upon the western species would also 
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be desirable. Please give this matter of contributing to these reports 
your immediate attention. 


The editor has felt for some time that a quarterly edition of the 
BULLETIN has many advantages over the bi-monthly edition. The 
larger number of pages would make a better looking magazine; it would 
afford a better opportunity for the composition and compilation of field 
nofes and field work ; and it would be less expense. Each issue would 
consist of not less than twenty-four pages, thus making the yearly out- 
put no less than with the bi-monthly edition. Second-class mailing rates 
would continue in force, so that the cost of mailing would be somewhat 
less, on account of the use of fewer envelopes and a less number of 
covers for the BULLETIN, not to mention the lessened work of addressing 
and mailing. The editor solicits comments from all interested upon the 
feasibility of issuing four instead of six numbers of the BuLLetin for 
the coming year, not decreasing the number of pages issued during the 


year. 


The editor wishes to enlist every reader in the effort to increase the 
subscription list of the BuLLetin, and toward that end he will gladly 
send extra copies to any one who can use them to introduce the BULLETIN 
to friends or acquaintances. We must have at least 100 new subscribers 
before the close of the century. You can help to bring this about. 
Won't you do it ? 


ELECTION OF NEW MEMBER. 


Mr. G. M. Allen, 44 Perkins Hall, Cambridge, Mass., is proposed for 
active membership. The Constitution provides that in the absence of 
adverse votes, which must be sent to the Secretary, the person proposed 
is elected to membership. : 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


hird-Lore. Vol. 1, No. 4. 
Bulletin of the Cooper Ornithological Club. Vol. 1, No. 5. 


Bulletin of the New York State Museum. Vol. V1, No. 28. Plants 
of North Elba. By Charles H. Peck, M. A. 
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Bulletin 108, Ohio Agricultural Experiment Station. 

Journal of Applied Microscopy. Vol. Ul, Nos. 8, 9. 

Journal of the Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society. Vol, XIV, Part 
Second. 

Maine Sportsman. Vol. VI, No. 72. 


Museum, The. Vol. V, Nos. 10, 11. 


North American Fauna. No. 15. 
Oologist, The.Vol. XVI, No. 9. 
Sportsman's Magazine. Nol. Ul, Nos. 8, 9. 
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WANTED | I wish very much to obtain the loan of skins of 
Lanius ludovictanus and L. excubitorides. 
collected in the northern and eastern states. Expense of shipping and 


good care will be guaranteed. R. M. Stronc, Mellen Sireet, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


WANTED | Keeler's Evolution of Colors, Newton's Diction- 
¢ ary of Birds, Vols. 3 and4. Almost any of Thor- 
eau's, Burrough’s, Miller's, or Bolle’s works, odd numbers Ornithological 
papers, skins of the Genus Co/af/es. Can offer Davies’ Taxidermy, set 
1o Vols., Americanized Encyclopedia Britannica, '92, morrocco, 9200 
pages; Maynard's Naturalists’ Guide, etc., 100 numbers scientific papers, 
and possibly eggs, skins, or cash. Lists exchanged. F. L. Burns, 
Berwyn, Penna. 


A B NORMA L EGG More data and _ specimens 

e wanted. Parties who have 
opportunity, the coming season, to take sets containing runts, extremely 
large, abnormally marked or unmarked, albino, or distorted eggs will do 
well to write me. I will pay cash or give good exchange for such. J. 
Warren Jacoss, Waynesburg. Penna. . 


WANTED | I will pay cash for the following publications : 
Curlew, any and all numbers. Ornithologists’ 
and Oologists’ Semi-Annual, Vol. 1, No. 1, Vol. If, No.1. BuLvLetin 
(new series) Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. Copies must be unbound and in good con- 


dition. Address, Lynps JoNnEs, Ober/in, Ohio. 
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